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No Child Left Behind
As a former student, the father of two high school graduates, and the husband of a teacher,
I've learned many lessons about what makes a school good and an education excellent. The
more I see, the more I am convinced of one thing: given the right guidance and motivation,
every child can learn and reach his or her potential. Great schools do great works in the life
of a child, and I have seen it happen. But we must do more.

I am committed to ensuring that the federal role in education serves the children first and
foremost and not just the system. My Administration has put forward a plan to Congress
titled No Child Left Behind that is based on four principles: (1) accountability for results;
(2) local control and flexibility; (3) expanded parental choice; and (4) effective and
successful programs. We are pursuing these principles because too many of our schools fail
to help every child to learn.

As we prepare our children to return to school, we should reflect on how we can improve
their education. It's time for our schools to set high standards for what our children should
know and be able to do, to give our schools the tools they need to help every child reach
those high standards, and to insist that they reach them. We know that every child can learn.
Now is the time to ensure that every child does.

As parents, you are your children's first and foremost teachers and their strongest advocates.
You have a critical role to play—both in the way you raise your children and in the way you
work for meaningful and accurate accountability in their schools. This book will show you
the way to help change their schools for the better.

President George W. Bush

ACTIVITY
LEVEL ADDED FLEXIBILITY
STATE • State Flexibility Demonstration Program - Up to seven states may consolidate funds from

a variety of ESEA programs
• May reserve 2% of Title I, Part A allocation for school improvement (rising to 4% in 2004)

DISTRICT • Local Flexibility Demonstration Program-up to 150 districts may consolidate funds from a
variety of ESEA programs

• Transfer up to 50 percent of the federal funding they receive between any one of the four
major programs or to Title I

• May reserve 2% of Title I, Part A allocation for school improvement (rising to 4% in 2004)

SCHOOL
STUDENT &

PARENT
• State-wide data must be reported in a format understandable to parents
• School Choice: have opportunity to leave a failing (2 years) school to attend a better

public school
• Title I funds may be used to obtain supplemental services for low-achieving

disadvantaged students in failing schools
• A student who is the victim of crime attending an unsafe public school will be permitted to

transfer to a safe public school.

NOTES
• ESEA - Elementary and Secondary Education Act - Reduced from 55 to 45 programs
• Four major state grant programs – Teacher Quality, Educational Technology, Innovative Programs, and

Safe and Drug-Free Schools
• Programs should be based on scientific research and proven to work



ACCOUNTABILITY FOR RESULTS
ACTIVITY

LEVEL ANNUAL MAKES AYP
FAILS TO MAKE
AYP 2ND YEAR

FAILS TO MAKE
AYP 3RD YEAR

FAILS TO MAKE
AYP 4TH YEAR

STATE Develop and
maintain
challenging
standard tests in
reading and math

Enjoy flexibility with
federal funds

Develop and
maintain approved
list of supplemental
service providers

DISTRICT Make Adequate
Yearly Progress
toward state-wide
proficiency goals

Enjoy flexibility with
federal funds

Required to offer
public school
choice and provide
transportation to
the new school

Continue to offer
school choice and
provide funds to
low achieving
disadvantaged
students for
supplemental
services

Will hold school
accountable for
results

SCHOOL Test grades 3-8 Eligible for State
Academic
Achievement
Awards

Must develop
improvement plan
incorporating
strategies from
scientifically based
research

Tough corrective
actions-such as
replacing school
staff or significant
decrease of
management
authority

STUDENT &
PARENT

Make request for
school choice and
transportation

Select
supplemental
service provider
from state
approved list

NOTES
• Assessment results and State progress objectives must be broken out by student groups based on poverty, race

and ethnicity, disability, and limited English proficiency to ensure that no group is left behind.
• AYP - adequate yearly progress - a rate of improvement that ensures all groups of students reach proficiency

within 12 years.
• Supplemental services may include tutoring, after school services, or summer school programs from the public or

private sector.
• More than four consecutive years of failure to make AYP could lead to restructuring (a fundamental change in

governance) such as a State takeover or placement under private management.

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND FUNDING Dollars in Millions
ACTIVITY US TN

• Federal Education (ESEA) to help local schools ensure
that no child is left behind

$22,000 $745

• Title I programs to boost the quality of education for
disadvantaged children

$10,400 $174

• Reading programs to ensure that every public school
child learns to read by the third grade

$ 1,000 $ 14

• Charter schools to expand parental choice and free
children trapped in persistently failing schools

$   200 $  0

• Rural and low income school support programs $   300 $  2

• Funding to recruit and retain highly qualified teachers and
principals

$ 3,000

• Funding to train and retain highly-qualified skilled
educators in Tennessee

$ 47

• Ensure Safe and Drug-free schools in Tennessee $  7

• After-school programs for at-risk children in Tennessee $ 1,250 $  4

• School districts assess how well children are learning and
schools are teaching in Tennessee

$  7

NOTES
• All numbers are rounded to the closest million
• Blocked out areas have no direct comparison, due to state and local flexibility

You will find additional
information including state-

by-state data at:

www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/
esea/index.html








